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COUNCIL

New

Richmond

teleconference

Village

Council

met

established

restrictions

in Council

Council Members:
Administrator

Chambers

and

via Zoom

in regular session on Tuesday, May 26th, 2020 at 7: 00 p. m. The

meetings

and federal
Present

MEETING

in Council

meeting followed rules and guidelines
for public

2020

established

in response

for public

by the Ohio General Assembly

to the COVID-

19 pandemic

and state

gatherings.

Chambers:

Gary Skeene Administration:

Mayor Glenn Ewing; Village

Greg Roberts

Department Heads: Police Chief Mike Couch
Present via Zoom teleconference:

Council Members:
Ploucha
Lynn

Mary Allen, Melanie Slade, Jonathan Millhouse and Becky

Administration:

Baird

Department

Clerk

of Council

Heads:

Fire/ EMS

Theresa

Leigh,

Chief Vince

and Fiscal

Officer

Bee

Absent: Larry Prues ( family matter)
Visitors ( via Zoom teleconference):

Joby Houck
Ryan

Woodruff

Brittany

Day

Richard Feldkamp
Lance

Sizemore

Mayor

Ewing

Minutes

opened

the meeting

with the Pledge

of the May 12th, 2020 Regular

of Allegiance.

Council meeting were presented

for

approval.

Councilmember

Allen motioned to approve the Minutes of May 12th, 2020

Regular

meeting;

Council

seconded

by Councilmember

Millhouse.

Comments: Theresa clarified the $ 597, 000 reported as " transferred from the

General Fund for operating"
from the General

Mrs.
Mr.
Mr.

Slade:

Mr.

yes

Millhouse:
Skeene:

ADMINISTRATIVE

Villafe

should actually have been noted as " to be transferred

Fund for operating".

Administrator

Prues:

absent

Ms. Ploucha:

yes

Ms. Allen:

yes

yes

yes

REPORTS

Grelz

Roberts:

In regard to upcoming events held in the Village, some event promoters
are taking

DORA:

a wait &

for the DORA
teleworking",

not " approve"
Resolution

see approach

while others are choosing

to cancel.

The Ohio Division of Liquor Control has received our documents
and is reviewing

them.

they have a backlog
the DORA,

2020-

03.

Council

Liquor

Since

the Division

of work.

Ohio Liquor Control

has already

Control

checks

has been

does

done so in passing

to ensure

that O. R. C.

requirements have been met and then issues certificates to current liquor
permit holders

designating

that they are located

in the DORA.
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CDBG for Susanna Way Promenade:

20

The County received 9 bids for the

Promenade project. Adleta Inc. is the low bidder. The grant amount is
157, 500. Adleta' s bid for the base project and Alternate 1 is $ 160, 660.
The base project and alternate 1 includes a curb and sidewalk from the
veteran' s memorial to the new benches for the two New Richmond

Marines that lost their lives in the Beirut terrorist bombing in October of
1983.

Brandstetter- Carroll is reviewing the bids and will make a formal

recommendation.

Police Chief Mike Couch:

Officer Chapman was found by the State to be at fault for the recent
accident involving a police cruiser. Due to the fact that both the lights and
siren were engaged on the vehicle Officer Chapman was operating, the

Village' s insurance company has denied the other party' s claim citing
sovereign immunity.

The New Richmond Police Department recently purchased a 2019 Ford
Explorer for $ 25, 000

It was recently discovered Canine Officer Patriot has severe allergies but
thankfully an annual shot will greatly help keep the allergies in check.
The Department has received 71 calls for service over the past two weeks.
Fire/ EMS Chief Vince Bee:

Asked Council to approve the hiring of Miranda Vearil as a full- time
Firefighter/ Paramedic with a rate of pay of $15. 50 hourly, a one year

probation according to Village policies and procedures, and a start date of
May 27, 2020.
Councilmember Allen motioned to approve the hiring of Miranda Vearil as a

full-time Firefighter/ Paramedic with a rate of pay of $15. 50 hourly, a one year

probation according to Village policies and procedures, and a start date of
May 27, 2020; seconded by Councilmember Slade.
Mrs. Slade: yes
Mr. Millhouse: yes
Mr. Skeene: yes

Mr. Prues:

absent

Ms. Ploucha: yes
Ms. Allen:

yes

Chief Bee continues to meet with the Clermont County Emergency

Management Agency ( EMA) and the Public Health Department regarding
the current covid- 19 situation.

Mayor Glenn Ewing: Nothing to report
Solicitor, Scott Sollmann: absent

Clerk of Council, Theresa Leigh: Nothing to report
LEGISLATION

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Third Reading:
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CALL OF MEMBERS:
Larry Prues — absent
Mary Allen —Will collect donations from Council and administration for card &
flowers.

Becky Ploucha — Asked

Greg for updates on Loretta Lilly' s building.
Administrator Roberts confirmed work activity is taking place in the building and
he plans on meeting with the Zoning Director ( Andrew Gephardt) tomorrow. He
noted Ms. Lilly' s building is a historic building and in the Landmark district; it
does not fall under FEMAs 50% guideline for restoration.

Gary Skeene — Nothing to report
Jonathan

Millhouse —

Nothing to report
to report

Melanie Slade — Nothing

Comments from audience:

Lance Sizemore, owner of Papa John' s, asked Council if they had any comments
regarding the letter he sent each councilmember recently. Councilmember Allen
asked Lance to provide an overview of his letter' s contents. Lance Sizemore is
proposing the re -naming of the Bandstand to New Richmond Papa John' s

Pavilion. With that, he would take on the responsibility for needed repairs and any
add- ons to the structure. As well, he would begin scheduling family- oriented
summer concerts and movie nights and have a trailer set up to sell Papa John' s
pizza.

Discussion ensued with Administrator Roberts asking Lance to meet with him to
get something formal in writing to present to Council. Will need to meet with Mr.

Harris, who has been landscaping the grounds for quite a long time.
Ryan Woodruff gave a big ` thank you' to the 40 volunteers who showed up to
put flags on veterans' graves at Greenmound and Watkins Hill cemeteries.
Councilmember Ploucha thanked him, and all the volunteers; her father is buried
in Greenmound.

Chief Mike Couch would like to make everyone aware of a new store opening in
the Village; The Collective has plans to open June 25th

Greg Roberts relayed the History Channel is currently airing what looks to be an
excellent treatise on Ulysses S. Grant.

Richard Feldkamp is interested in seeing any available data related to the
number of virus cases after all the opening and gatherings this past week. The
River Fest committee continues to look at whether or not to hold River Days this
year. Councilmember

Millhouse asked that it be kept in mind that we are in the 1"

wave, with the 2" d wave possibly being worse than the first. Councilmember
Allen said while she chooses not to attend large gatherings, she will not stand in

the way of letting others make that decision for themselves; we should encourage
social distancing and the wearing of masks. Chief Couch suggested the event plan
be reviewed by the Clermont County Public Health Department to ensure that
proper planning and pre -cautions are included in order to have a safe event.

Mr.

Feldkamp stated his group is taking a cautious approach and will keep Council
aware each step of the way.

Councilmember Skeene motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7: 42 p. m., seconded
by Councilmember Slade.
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Mrs. Slade: yes

Mr. Prues: absent

Mr. Millhouse: yes

Ms. Ploucha: yes

Mr. Skeene: yes

Ms. Allen: yes

Meeting adjourned at 7: 43 p. m.
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