
                         Village of New Richmond  

               Safety, Rules & Laws Committee 
Date: May 11, 2024                                             Location: New Richmond Village Hall 

Time Start : 4:30 p.m.                Time End: 5:45 p.m.                       

Attendees:                                                                                   

Ryan M. Woodruff (Chairman) 

Glenn Ewing (Mayor) 

Richard Feldkamp (Councilman)      

Bob Lindhorst (Interim Administrator, Planning/Zoning Administrator)  

Tim Feldkamp (Fire/EMS Chief)  

Eric Williams (Police Chief)                                                                                                               

Guests: Kurtis Boggs (FD Lieutenant, Resident) Larry Prues (Councilman)                                                                           

Members Absent:  Jon Tharpe (Councilman) 

Call Meeting To Order/Welcome 

Chairman Woodruff called the meeting to order. Mr. Woodruff opened the meeting with a brief oral 
presentation of a blended services option for the village to consider to help provide consistency in the 
village maintenance division along with supplementing the Fire Department. The option presented was 
creating a dual role employee position where the member would be both Maintenance and Fire. This 
would only be for selected members who would meet requirements to do both activities. This is a 
similar position to what Amberly Village uses. Mr. Woodruff had a lengthy conversation with Amberly’s 
Administrator on how their program works and what possible pros and cons we may encounter in 
utilizing this model. Based on the information received it appears the majority of the cons have been 
overcome, as we currently do not have any employees who would need to be trained after hire. Mr. 
Woodruff concluded his discussion by mentioning it was an option and he would like to discuss it further 
at tomorrow’s council meeting for the entire body to hear and ask questions. 

 

Mr. Richard Feldkamp requested time to address several issues he and others have noted as it pertains 
to the village. The items of discussion are as follows: 

Union & Front Street and Walnut & Front Street Road decay/collapse. Mr Feldkamp noted that we 
have several critical collapse points in our roadway and immediate action was needed to correct the 
issue. Mr. Lindhorst stated a camera scope would be needed to determine exactly what was leaking so 
repairs scope could be estimated and planned for. Mr. Boggs added that Clermont County Water & 
Sewar may have a scope that we could use or contract for and it may be cheaper than outside 



subcontractors. Several area contractors were brought up and Mr. Lindhorst was directed to start 
planning for repairs.  

Pot Holes. Mr. Feldkamp requested immediate action on addressing the multiple pot holes through the 
village including SR 132, US 52, Old US 52, and various in the core. Mr. Lindhorst stated it would get 
taken care of in the coming week. He would work with the water department members to start assisting 
with this process. Mr. Woodruff recommended looking into getting a quote for bulk black top as 
opposed to using bagged black top as it should be much cheaper and the scope of the work warrants a 
larger supply. Mr. Prues suggested sub-contracting the pot hole repair. The group felt that may be more 
expensive than handling in house but it was an option to investigate as well.  

Harbor Points: Mr. Feldkamp wished to know any updates on Skippers and their cleanup process. Chief 
Feldkamp has heard nothing new but mentioned Lt. Boggs had been in contact with Army Corp of 
Engineers and they have issued notices of violation. They were unwilling to disclose the nature of the 
Violations or the time frame for correction but stated we could do a FOIA requests to gain that 
knowledge. Skippers 90 day extension from license termination is set to expire on March 13, 2024. To 
this point there is no indication that the vessel will be removed by ownership by the mentioned date. 
Mr. Woodruff requested that council make a firm decision on the direction of action to be taken going 
forward. Mayor Ewing has been in contact with Solicitor Sollman on potential legal matters concerning 
this. Mr. Lindhorst added that he had been in contact with a gentleman who was reportedly the 
purchaser of some of the docks that are located behind the old Landing. The gentleman stated he did 
not purchase any docks and was not interested any more. He also mentioned he had the spud poles that 
were needed as stated in the last council meeting by Mr. Blanton. The gentleman stated he did not have 
any new information and had not heard from Mr. Blanton regarding the purchase of the poles. Mr. 
Feldkamp mentioned that he heard that one of the owners has possibly filed for bankruptcy. With this 
being a possibility the group agreed that some action needs to be taken moving forward for the safety 
and interests of the village. 

Combine Street & Water Departments. Mr. Feldkamp offered another option that has been discussed 
previously with creating a public Works division and combining the certifications and work load of a dual 
role water, sewer, Street worker. He recommended having Bobbi head up a daily task sheet of village 
items and work orders and to oversee completion of tasks. This possible solution has been discussed 
prior but is up for consideration. 

Mowing of Clasken's Property (old ball field). Mr. Feldkamp stated a verbal agreement had been made 
several years ago for the water department to mow the old ball field in exchange for public parking use 
near the boat ramp. He stated it took the water department several hours to mow that and felt their 
efforts would be better suited elsewhere. A discussion was had on this program and it was decided that 
the services should end immediately unless a formal agreement, approved by the Solicitor , was put in 
place as to not have public services caring for private property. There was no perceived issue by 
members of the arrangement as it does provide much needed parking for the boat ramp, but a formal 
agreement should be drawn up and signed by all parties going forward. 

Soccer Fields / Campground. Mr. Feldkamp heard that the new owner of the soccer fields by Beckjord 
was looking into possibly developing it as a Campground. Mr. Lindhorst stated it was not zoned to allow 
for that and he would have to request a Zoning change. The group agreed a new Campground in that 



location was not a good idea, but for now it is speculation and Zoning is already in place to address the 
issue. 

Griever Property (Old US 52) Mr. Feldkamp stated Mr. Griever had inquired on the status of his 
property he had for sale. Mr. Woodruff stated he came to Planning Commission with his idea and 
presentation for development but stated he was looking to sell to a development company who may 
have their own ideas. At this time no action has been taken because to our knowledge the property has 
not been sold and no developer has come forward with a request for permits or changes. The PC was 
open to the ideas suggested but at this time there is not pending action or requests for such. 

Standard rules for Campgrounds. Mr. Feldkamp requested that we should look into developing some 
standard rules for campgrounds as it pertains to length of stay, water, sewer use and incorporate FEMA 
regulations. The group agreed we should look at modifying some of the existing rules and expand as to 
incorporate the several different types of campgrounds that have been added over the past few years. 

 

Fire Chief Report: Chief Feldkamp reported that the fire inspection program is continuing with 
businesses in the village. He stated he would send a report of emergency calls to date to council. Chief 
gave an update on the radio replacement. With receiving the $10,000 grant we were able to replace 
approximately 1.5 radios. He is working with Joel Gilpin (Village Fiscal Officer) on proper funding for the 
remainder of what is needed and he would like to do a single order for all radios and not just a few at a 
time.  

 

Police Chief Report: Chief Williams reported that the tasers and body cameras were due for 
replacement. The original price he was given has since increased for brand new tasers and the option of 
purchasing used tasers from another agency is now off the table due to their replacement program 
requirements. The new tasers are estimated to be around $50,000. The urgency for replacement comes 
from their age and unreliability. He stated an officer deployed his taser and it would not fire. He is also 
in need of radio replacements as well and will work to get hard numbers to council so we can 
appropriate the funds to replace the mentioned items. Chief also discussed that K9 Patriot was 
diagnosed with a torn ACL. A discussion was had on Patriots remaining standard duty time (2 years) and 
the benefits of repair and placing him back into active service for that time. Mr. Woodruff requested 
that he get a quote for surgery to repair his ACL and that we look into simply retiring Patriot. The future 
needs of a K9 can be evaluated by the Chief and recommended to council at a later date. Members 
agreed Patriot had been beneficial to the community but did not see value in repairing his injury to 
simply try and work another year. Chief Williams will get the quote for medical bills and report back. The 
last item brought up was the Golf Cart Ordinance. Chief Williams is requesting that we look into 
modifying the ordinance to specifically limit permits to Golf Carts or similar vehicles. The issue he is 
seeing is there are several people with ORV Razors that have the ability to reach highway speeds 
requesting permits. In addition to the possible use on the highway they are traditionally noisy as 
compared to standard Golf Carts. Chief also mentioned the State of Ohio is no longer issuing inspections 
for registration for Golf Carts so that would require us to be the sole inspection department for the town 
and our rules and requirements would need to be better established as the state would no longer have 
any oversight. Mr. Woodruff said we would look into this matter and referenced researching Milford 



and Terrace Park’s legislation on Golf Carts as both communities also have US and SR’s running through 
their areas.  

With there being no additional discussion the meeting was adjourned. 

MEETING ADJOURNMENT  

Meeting Minutes Submitted by: Ryan M. Woodruff 


