
Susanna Way 
Improvement 

Project

F U N D E D  I N  PA R T  T H RO U G H  A  $ 1 5 7 , 5 0 0  
F E D E R A L  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  
B L O C K  G R A N T  ( C D B G )  I N  
C O L L A B O R AT I O N  W I T H  C L E R M O N T  
C O U N T Y  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  
O F F I C E



History

In 1816 Englishman Thomas Ashburn laid out a visionary plan for a town adjacent 

to New Richmond.  That plan included wide streets, public parks, a library, school, 

hotel and public marketplaces.  Union Square Park between Hamilton and Caroline 

Streets and a public promenade along Ohio Street and the Ohio River were major 

components of  Ashburn’s plans for the town he named in honor of  his wife 

“Susanna”.  In the 1960’s the Village and Union Square Park were split and lost 

much acreage due to the ill-conceived dead end 4 lane highway U.S. 52.  The 

Promenade fell victim to our society’s subservience to the automobile.  Quiet strolls 

along the river somehow went out of  fashion.  The Promenade ceased being an 

attractive place to “promenade”.



Thomas 
Ashburn’s 
Visionary Plan

aaa. A Public Promenade

b. Union Square

c. Cressent (sic)

d. Richmond Court

e. Rosanna Court

f. Marketplace and Market House

g. For Lancaster school and walks for pupils

hh. For  graveyards

ii. Two lots for a public hotel

k. For a public circulating library

ll. For two places of  worship



promenade
[ˌpräməˈnād, ˌpräməˈnäd]

NOUN

1.a paved public walk, typically one along a waterfront at a resort.
2.synonyms:

3.esplanade · front · seafront · parade · walk · boulevard · avenue · walkway · mall · boardwalk · alameda · prom

https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+esplanade&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+front&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+seafront&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+parade&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+walk&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+boulevard&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+avenue&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+walkway&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+mall&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+boardwalk&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+alameda&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+prom&FORM=DCTRQY


The Promenade Past



The Promenade Today



The Project

The project entails construction of  a 6 ft. wide sidewalk and gutter with catch basins to provide both 

aesthetic and practical benefits.  The curb will prevent encroachment of  vehicles into the greenspace.  

The gutter will help manage stormwater run-off.  The sidewalk will fulfill the 200+year old vision of  

Thomas Ashburn for a Promenade.  This project begins where the sidewalk ends just before the 

veteran’s memorial on Susanna Way and ends at the benches just short of  the boat launch on Augusta 

Street.  Total project cost is $175,000.  $157,500 is covered by a federal Community Development Block 

Grant.  The remainder through a 10% Village match of  $17,500.









The 
Promenade 
Future

Further enhancements to the riverfront 

are envisioned to preserve, protect and 

compliment existing assets as well as 

provide greater accessibility and 

enjoyment for residents and visitors.



Captain Ernie Wagner


